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CLAIMS 

1. A method of displaying and interacting with local and remote data objects in a 
distributed data processing system, comprising: 

5 (i) accessing a local model defining at least one local data object and at least one 

local action, which may be performed on, said local data object; 

(ii) accessing a remote model defining at least one remote data object and at least 
one remote action, which may be performed on, said remote data object; 

(iii) displaying at least one of said local data objects and said remote data objects in 
10 a viewer; 

(iv) in response to selection of a data object from said viewer in (iii), determining a 
location characteristic for said selected data object; 

(v) in the context of said location characteristic determined in (iv), performing at 
least one action on said selected data object, as defined by one of said local model and said 

15 remote model. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

(vi) defining a local/remote data object comprising a local data object and a remote 
data object and displaying said local/remote data object in said viewer in (iii); 

20 (vii) if said local/remote data object is selected in (iv), then in (v) performing at 

least one action on said selected local/remote data object as defined by at least one of said 
local model and said remote model. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising merging said local model and said remote 
25 model into a merged viewer model, said merged viewer model containing data objects and 

actions from both said local model and said remote model. 

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising displaying in said viewer a list of local 
actions and a list of remote actions that may be performed on said local/remote data object. 

30 

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising displaying in said viewer a list of actions 
that may be performed on said local/remote data object, and upon selection of an action, 
further displaying a list of locations on which said action is to be performed. 

15 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein said list of locations includes local, remote, and both 
locations. 

7. The method of claim 2, further comprising performing on said local/remote data 
5 object at least one local action and at least one remote action, substantially at the same time. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said at least one local action and said at least one 
remote action comprises the same action. 

10 9. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining, utilizing said merged viewer 
model, which combined local and remote actions are invalid for performing on a selected 
local/remote data object. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, further comprising displaying in said viewer a list of actions 
1 5 that may be performed on said local/remote data object. 

11. A system for displaying and interacting with local and remote data objects in a 
distributed data processing system, comprising: 

(a) an access to a local model including definitions for at least one local data 
20 object and at least one local action, which may be performed on said local data object; 

(b) an access to a remote model including definitions for at least one remote data 
object and at least one remote action, which may be performed on, said remote data object; 

(c) a viewer configured to display at least one of said local data objects and said 
remote data objects, said viewer being configured to permit a data object to be selected 

25 therefrom; 

(d) a module configured to determine a location characteristic for said data object 
selected from said viewer and to perform at least one action on said selected data object, as 
defined by one of said local model and said remote model. 

30 12. The system of claim 11, further comprising a merged viewer model including 
definitions from both said local model and said remote model, said merged viewer model 
defining a local/remote data object comprising a local data object and a remote data object. 
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13. The system of claim 12, wherein said viewer is further configured to display said 
local/remote data object and permit said local/remote data object to be selected therefrom. 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein said viewer is further configured to display a list of 
5 local actions and a list of remote actions that may be performed on said local/remote data 

object. 

15. The system of claim 13, wherein said viewer is further configured to display in said 
viewer a list of actions that may be performed on said local/remote data object, and upon 

10 selection of an action, to further display a list of locations on which said action is to be 
performed. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein said list of locations includes local, remote, and both 
locations. 

15 

17. The system of claim 12, wherein said merged viewer model is further configured to 
determine which combined local and remote actions are invalid for performing on a selected 
local/remote data object. 

20 18. The system of claim 17, wherein said viewer is further configured to display only a 
list of valid actions that may be performed on said local/remote data object. 

19. A system for displaying and interacting with local and remote data objects in a 
distributed data processing system, comprising: 
25 (i) means for accessing a local model defining at least one local data object and at 

least one local action, which may be performed on said local data object; 

(ii) means for accessing a remote model defining at least one remote data object 
and at least one remote action, which may be performed on said remote data object; 

(iii) means for displaying at least one of said local data objects and said remote 
30 data objects in a viewer; 

(iv) in response to selection of a data object from said viewer in (iii), means for 
determining a location characteristic for said selected data object; 
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(v) in the context of said location characteristic determined in (iv), means for 
performing at least one action on said selected data object, as defined by one of said local 
model and said remote model 

20. The system of claim 19, further comprising: 

(vi) means for defining a local/remote data object comprising a local data object 
and a remote data object and displaying said local/remote data object in said viewer in (iii); 

(vii) means for performing at least one action on said selected local/remote data 
object as defined by at least one of said local model and said remote model. 

21. A computer readable medium having computer readable program code embedded in 
the medium for displaying and interacting with local and remote data objects in a distributed 
data processing system, the computer readable program code including: 

(a) code for accessing a local model at least one local data object and at least one 
local action which may be performed on said local data object; 

(b) code for accessing a remote model at least one remote data object and at least 
one remote action which may be performed on said remote data object; 

(c) code for displaying at least one of said local data objects and said remote data 
objects in a viewer; 

(d) in response to selection of a data object from said viewer in (iii), code for 
determining a location characteristic for said selected data object; 

(e) in the context of said location characteristic determined in (iv), code for 
performing at least one action on said selected data object, as defined by one of said local 
model and said remote model. 

22. The computer readable medium of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 

(f) code for defining a local/remote data object comprising a local data object and 
a remote data object and displaying said local/remote data object in said viewer in (iii); 

(g) code for performing at least one action on said selected local/remote data 
object as defined by at least one of said local model and said remote model. 
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